Theme: Comparing The Ancient Maya With The Vikings       
     
Intended Year group: 6
	Lesson Objectives
	Activities including differentiation
	AfL

I can statements

	1

Identifying the chronological context of the Ancient Maya
	Chronology
Ask chn to state some of the periods of history that they have studied before – Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, Romans, Egyptians, Greeks, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.

Show the KS2 timeline (L1 – Resources) and identify when the Maya existed – note the duration of the period and how it stretched across lots of different periods of history that they have already studied – where are the Maya located though? DO any of the children know why the Maya civilisation declined? (Potentially due to famine, civil unrest or Spanish conquests and invasion)

Use the video (L1 – Resources) to show the Maya civilisation and some of the concurrent civilisations and events in Europe – what do they think the Maya pyramids were made from? How is that similar or different to other civilisations that they can see on the video? 

Task

Chn to complete the Maya timeline (L1 – Resources), placing each of the periods into order and accurately on the timeline.

Chn to then make observations about the Maya in reference to the wider timeline – ‘I can see that the Maya lasted a long time and covered lots of different periods of history that I have already studied.’ ‘The Maya lasted longer than the Iron Age in Britain.’ ‘The Maya were around at the same time as the Romans, Greeks, Vikings and Anglo-Saxons.’

	I can place the Ancient Maya into a wider chronological context

	2

To identify the major Mayan achievements and compare them to those of the Vikings
	Achievements – Who achieved more – the Maya or the Vikings?

Explain that the majority of this topic will be focused on comparing the Maya with the Vikings as they existed at similar times and had some interesting links. Now that we know when and where the Maya existed, explain that we’re going to take a look at what they managed to achieve.

Ask chn to recap on what the Vikings achieved – longboats, trade around the world, longhouses, impact of language, combs etc. Ask chn what they THINK the Maya managed to achieve – jot down on whiteboards what they think the Maya were capable of – what did they build with? Did they write? Could they count? Did they know about medicine? Etc. Watch the video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6eBJjdca14
Show chn the list of some of the achievements of the Maya:

Maths and a number system

Written language system (glyphs)

Huge stone architecture

Elevated roads

Aqueducts

Sophisticated art

Developed rubber

Harvested cocoa and developed chocolate drinks

Chn to then discuss what they think about these achievements – do they notice anything? Who else had aqueducts? Do they think that the Maya and the Romans had contact with each other or did the Maya create aqueducts by themselves? 

Task

Chn to have the list of achievements of the Maya and the Vikings and decide who they think was more advanced. They should give examples for their choices – 

‘I think that the Maya were more advanced as they built with stone, used writing and maths more often than the Vikings and were great architects building roads and aqueducts. The Vikings used wood and didn’t try to get fresh water into their towns. The Vikings did manage to sail around all across the world and make links though, which would help spread ideas and leave their influence in more places than the Maya.’

‘I think the Vikings were more advanced because they travelled all around the world and made trade links with other countries. We still use a lot of things that the Vikings invented like ship designs, combs and place names. Although they mainly built using wood, they were excellent craftsmen and also made strong weapons out of metal.’


	I can assess the achievements of two civilisations with an appropriate historical response
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To identify the similarities and differences between Mayan and Viking housing


	Housing
Ask chn what they remember about Viking housing – longhouses made from wood using wattle and daub with thatch roofs. Why didn’t they build things out of stone? (Vikings were used to building from wood and using natural materials that they found)

Ask chn what they think Maya housing looked like and the materials that they used. Use the Mozaweb3D app/Mozaweb.com 3D models of the ‘Viking Settlement’ and ‘Chichen Itza’ to explore what these might have looked like and compare them. (Highlight that Chichen Itza might not have been quintessentially Maya, as it was quite cosmopolitan and had lots of different people living there from different cultures in Central America)

Watch the clip to see the types of designs of Maya housing – chn can make notes if necessary, ready to compare to Viking housing

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ks3-what-did-maya-houses-and-buildings-look-like/zbjvrj6
Task

Chn to compare a typically poor Maya house with that of a Viking one, noting the similarities and differences in terms of rooms, materials, shape etc.

Ext – chn to say which they would prefer to live in and why, thinking about potential geography of the area


	I can compare and contrast housing of the Maya and Vikings
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To identify the similarities and differences between Mayan and Viking society


	Society

Ask chn if they can remember Viking social structure – Jarls (King/Leader/Nobles), Karls (freemen, craftsmen, most people), Thralls (slaves.) Highlight that Viking society was fairly free-flowing and that people could move in and out of whichever class depending on their circumstances. Explain that this kind of structure was fairly similar to a lot of European societies at the time, the idea of a leader, upper class, lower class and then slaves.

Ask chn if they know anything about Maya society? Explain that they had a similar structure in that there were different classes – King/Ruler, Nobles and Priests, Merchants and craftsmen, Peasants (farmers), Slaves. Ask chn to compare these – any similarities or differences? Highlight that this was known as a ‘caste system’ which meant that each structure was set rigidly and you couldn’t move out of that particular class. You were generally born into that class and stayed there for your entire life.

The vast majority of society was made up of peasants who would farm the land in the countryside or make crafts if they lived in the cities. Ask chn if they can remember what Vikings were known as? (Farmer-warriors) How is this similar to the Maya then?

Watch the video:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zg2htv4
Highlight the differences between nobles and poor in terms of jobs and decoration (tattoos). Is this a theme that they’ve noticed throughout history, rich and poor? Is it still a theme in today’s world?

Task
Chn to compare various aspects of Maya society with Viking, noting the similarities and differences between classes, fluidity of movement and the theme of rich and poor.

‘The Maya and the Vikings had some similarities and differences in their societies. The Vikings had different classes but these were free-flowing, which meant that you could become a King even if you were a farmer. However, the Maya had a ‘caste system’ which meant that, whatever you were born as, that’s what you stayed as. I can see that there are more classes for the Maya and they had Priests near the top which suggests that religion was very important to them. At the bottom, both have slaves which tells us that they not only captured slaves, but that they both didn’t think very much of them. Both societies had elements of rich and poor people.

I would rather live in Viking society because I would have the opportunity to become rich and powerful, even if I wasn’t born into power or money.’ 


	I can compare and contrast societal structures of the Maya and Vikings
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To identify the similarities and differences between Mayan and Viking food


	Food – Needs iPads

Ask chn what they know about Viking foods to start with (mainly farmers who would eat fruits, vegetables, meat, fish and sometimes luxuries from trading around the world)

What do they think the Maya ate and drank? Do they think that geography played a role in what they ate and drank? Watch the video to find out about farming and collection methods:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zd844qt
Ask if there was anything surprising in there? Highlight the chocolate – have they come across this with any other civilisation before? Read through the link below to find out some of the foods and about chocolate:

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/mayans/what-did-maya-aztecs-and-incas-eat/
Also highlight that chocolate was thought to be used as a form of currency too because of its value. Is this similar to any other trading systems that they’ve come across? (Iron Age Britons trading items for items instead of coins. Romans made the use of coins widespread.)

Task

Explain that the chn are going to create a menu for a feast for both the Maya and the Vikings using the Food Throughout History eBook on iPads. They should look at the types of foods and drinks available to both and prepare a 2/3 course meal. Chn can be creative like ‘crocodile burgers’ but it should be rooted in historical fact.

Chn to then write a short paragraph at the end to say how they were similar or different, including collection methods. Chn to then comment on which feast they would prefer and why.


	I can compare and contrast the foods and collection methods of the Maya and Vikings
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To identify the similarities and differences between Mayan and Viking beliefs


	Beliefs

Recap on some Viking beliefs (pagans, many gods and goddesses, world tree called Yggdrasil) and how their religion changed (converted to Christianity as they accepted new gods being that they were pagan)

Have the chn heard of any gods belonging to the Maya? Watch the video below to see some of the different gods and beliefs:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/z2gkk2p
Does any of this seem strange? Have they come across anything like this in other civilisations? (Every single KS2 period they have studied have been pagans but converted to Christianity, except the Egyptians)

Explain that the Maya, like the Vikings and Egyptians, believed in something called a ‘creation story’ where they believed that it was their own civilisation that created the world. These stories vary with lots of different aspects to them. For the Maya, it revolved around darkness and people being created from a number of different materials – the first men were made from clay but drowned in water; second made from wood but didn’t honour the gods and were burnt by fire; third were made from maize and flour – thought to be too clever until one of the gods clouded their minds to make them less intelligent

The universe was made up of 13 different layers and 3 realms (heaven, earth, underworld) which were connected by a tree – roots in the underworld, branches in heaven.

Ask chn if they notice anything similar here – Viking belief in Yggdrasil (world tree) which connected the 9 Viking worlds together – Vikings also believed in a creation story – A giant called Ymir took shape in an icy emptiness called Gannungagap and Ymir’s great cow licked the ice and made the first gods. They then killed Ymir and divided his body into the different worlds over the 3 realms: Asgard (where the gods lived); Midgard (where the humans lived) and Niflheim (the underworld where the dead went)

Have the chn highlight the similarities and differences in their stories but also explain that, whilst contact between them was unlikely, it was not impossible and there has been evidence found to suggest contact between the two of them in Mexico through pictures of black people capturing white people:

[image: image1.jpg]



Look at the source about creation from the Maya sacred text called the Popol Vuh – highlight the ease of which everything was created and that this is directly taken from the text itself, which makes it a primary source. 

Now ask what happened to Viking beliefs and how they changed – converted to Christianity. Although there was some resistance to conversion at first, trading with Christians required the Vikings to at least accept Christianity. Several missions were made to Scandinavia to convert them to Christianity but most had little effect until the 12thC. Christianity was generally accepted by Vikings though and close contact with them in Europe influenced them.

Now look at the extract from the Chilam Bilam, another sacred text of the Maya, and their attitude towards the invading Spaniards – look particularly from the part that says ‘When they came, They arrived from the east.’ to ‘This was the Antichrist Here on earth’ and note the tone and distain for Christianity and what they thought it would do to their civilisation. Compare this attitude with that of the Vikings, who generally accepted and embraced Christianity.

Task

Using the supporting notes, chn to compare the similarities and differences between the beliefs of the Maya and the Vikings, focusing on 3 aspects – creation stories; the world tree; attitudes towards Christianity.


	I can use a range of sources to compare aspects of the Maya and Viking beliefs

	7 

To identify ways that we construct the past 
	How do we know about the Maya?

Ask chn how they think we know what we know about the Maya. Show chn the website:

https://www.mexicolore.co.uk/maya/teachers/resource-maya-farmers-house
Look at the first 2 paragraphs and read up to where it says ‘so no ancient ones exist today.’ Ask – if no actual houses exist today, how can we be sure of what they looked like or how they were made?

Show this clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwihfJgRRvs
Explain how LiDAR works – lasers are used to detect light from an aircraft and remove the pieces that we do and don’t want; in this case, the rainforest! This has revealed thousands of structures that were previously unknown to historians and archaeologists.

Highlight what happened towards the end of the clip with them digging up the potential tomb – this is another way of finding out about them, excavating sites and finding actual remains and artefacts, just like we learned when looking at the Victorians.

Recap on the primary sources from the last session, the Popol Vuh and the Chilam Balam – what did the Popol Voh do for us to help us understand their creation story? (Gave us an insight into their perception of the world, how it was created, lack of scientific understanding, belief system etc.) What did the Chilam Balam tell us about? (Attitude towards Christianity and attitude towards Spanish)

Task

Chn to write a few short paragraphs about how each aspect tells us about the Maya – LiDAR; Excavations; Writing

‘Our knowledge of the past is made up from lots of different sources. To help us uncover the truth of the Maya, researchers have started to use something called LiDAR. LiDAR has revealed thousands of unexplored buildings which changes our understanding of the Maya. Excavations tell us a great deal because we can actually see, feel and touch artefacts from the Maya themselves. These can include important jewellery, belongings or even buildings. We can also find out about them from their writing, such as their sacred texts. The account from the Chilam Balam shows us how they felt about Spanish Christians and how they hated them. This tells us about their attitudes towards different ideas. We should keep trying to understand the past from different sources so that we know as much about the past as we can.’
	I can identify different sources for interpreting the past


